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Madam Speaker, it brings me great pleas-

ure to recognize the opening of this important 
consular office and to call attention yet again 
to the invaluable relationship between the 
United States and the Republic of Latvia. 
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MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE 
RESERVATION REAFFIRMATION 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Congressional Budget 
Office communication regarding H.R. 312. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2019. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 

Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 312, the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirma-
tion Act. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Jon Sperl. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY, 

(For Keith Hall, Director). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 312, MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE RES-
ERVATION REAFFIRMATION ACT—MAY 15, 
2019 

[By fiscal year, millions of dollars] 

2019 2019– 
2024 

2019– 
2029 

Direct Spending (Outlays) .................... 0 0 0 
Revenues .............................................. 0 0 0 
Deficit Effect ........................................ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation 

(Outlays) .......................................... 0 * n.e. 

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 
Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 

four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2030? No 

Mandate Effects 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold 
n.e. = not estimated; * = between zero and 

$500,000. 
H.R. 312 would ratify and reaffirm the sta-

tus of land taken into trust in 2015 by the 
Department of the Interior (DOI) for the ben-
efit of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe in 
Massachusetts. The act also would prohibit 
any lawsuits, including pending lawsuits, re-
lated to that land. 

DOI is currently holding the land in trust 
pending ongoing legal review of the acquisi-
tion. Using information from DOI, CBO esti-
mates that implementing the act would have 
no significant effect on the costs of man-
aging the land. 

By prohibiting pending and future law-
suits, H.R. 312 would end rights of action re-
lated to the land held in trust for the Mash-
pee Wampanoag Tribe of Massachusetts that 
are available to public and private entities 
under current law. That prohibition imposes 
both an intergovernmental and private-sec-

tor mandate as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA). The cost of the 
mandates would be the forgone value of com-
pensation and settlements associated with 
such legal actions if they would have been 
successful under current law. The Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, the City of Taun-
ton, and the Town of Mashpee have each en-
tered into agreements with the tribe related 
to the use of the land. In light of those 
agreements as well as the land’s reported 
value, CBO expects that under current law it 
is unlikely that any entity would bring an 
action resulting in compensation that would 
exceed the annual thresholds established in 
UMRA. In 2019 those thresholds totaled $82 
million for intergovernmental mandates and 
$164 million for private-sector mandates, ad-
justed annually for inflation. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Jon Sperl (for federal costs) and Rachel 
Austin (for mandates). The estimate was re-
viewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy As-
sistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
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REMEMBERING ELLEN VAN 
EDWARDS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life of Ellen Odellas 
Van Edwards, a native Washingtonian and my 
former classmate at Dunbar High School. 

On May 11, 2019, Ellen Odellas Van 
Edwards passed away in the arms of her 
daughter L. Robin V. Smith, while listening to 
praise and worship music. Throughout Van 
Edward’s life, she brought joy to the District of 
Columbia community as a wife, mother and 
grandmother; a dedicated employee at the De-
partment of Commerce; and later as ‘‘Hajji the 
Magic Clown’’. 

Van Edwards was born in Washington, D.C. 
and attended Dunbar High School. We grad-
uated together in 1955, the year before the 
school was desegregated. After graduating 
from Dunbar, Van Edwards attended the At-
lantic Business College and earned her bach-
elor’s degree in Business. She went on to 
work at the Department of Commerce for 42 
years in the Office of the Secretary and the 
U.S. Patent office, where she was an adminis-
trative assistant and the first African American 
woman to work for the U.S. Board of Patent 
Appeals. She also worked in the International 
Affairs division. 

Van Edwards lost her husband in 1974 and 
raised her two daughters, L. Robin V. Smith 
and Adriene Jordan, alone. Bringing light to a 
time of sadness, she became ‘‘Hajji the Magic 
Clown.’’ She completed clown class at Mont-
gomery College and magic class at Catholic 
University. She shared her talent with children 
around Washington, D.C. and used her clown-
ing abilities to win Ms. Senior District of Co-
lumbia. 

On June 29, 2003, at the age of 66, Van 
Edwards was crowned the 21st Ms. Senior 
District of Columbia. She proudly represented 
D.C.’s other senior citizens for one year, en-
couraging them to live active lives. She was 
said to have won the crown by exemplifying 

‘‘the dignity, maturity and inner beauty of sen-
ior Americans.’’ 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life of Ellen Van 
Edwards. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND-
VIEW BULLDOGS STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Grandview High 
School men’s varsity basketball team and their 
2019 state championship. This victory has 
earned the team the honor of being the Mis-
souri Class 4 State Champions for the second 
consecutive year. This remarkable achieve-
ment is a result of strong leadership and dedi-
cation from both players and coaches. 

This is a significant achievement for Coach 
Reggie Morris, who was recognized this spring 
for his outstanding coaching with the Paul 
Lambert Coach of the Year Award for the sec-
ond consecutive year. In 2018, Morris led his 
team to the school’s first ever State Cham-
pionship. Following that victory, many of the 
team’s best players graduated and went on to 
play at the collegiate level. A mere twelve 
months later, Morris was able to rebuild his 
squad and return to Springfield to claim an-
other State Championship. 

The new team was headlined by senior 
point guard DeAndre Sorrells who set the 
school record for 3-point baskets. With the 
leadership of Morris and Sorrells, the team 
cultivated an atmosphere of trust and hard 
work, establishing a tight-knit team chemistry 
both on and off the court. Their championship 
victory in Springfield as the penultimate re-
ward for such a remarkable team and a fitting 
end to a season that saw them win twenty 
straight games. 

The many accolades of Grandview’s basket-
ball team are a testament to the program that 
they have built. In addition to winning the 
State Championship, the Bulldogs were the 
only team from Missouri recognized on the 
Super 25 Regional Rankings list. Furthermore, 
Coach Reggie Morris was named the 2019 
Class 4 Coach of the Year, and DeAndre 
Sorrells was recognized as Hy-Vee’s 41 Five- 
Star Athlete of the Week. 

The Grandview community rallied around 
the Bulldogs during the season as they pro-
gressed game after game towards their in-
credible victory in the State Championship. 
Now, the players look forward to enjoying fruit-
ful careers in various athletic and academic 
fields after their graduation, and I encourage 
each of them to continue challenging them-
selves on and off the court as they move for-
ward in life. 

Madam Speaker, please join with Missouri’s 
Fifth Congressional District in celebrating the 
remarkable accomplishments of the Grand-
view Bulldogs. It is my pleasure to congratu-
late each of the players and coaches that 
helped this superb team claim their title, and 
I am exceedingly proud to represent such ex-
emplary student-athletes like those of the 
Grandview High School basketball team. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:40 May 21, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A20MY8.003 E20MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T13:44:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




